LOVE CARRIES A CROSS
September 13, 2020 – Education Sunday
Service Order: “Speak O Lord” Vespers
A warm welcome to those visiting us this morning. Here at St. Paul we preach Christ
crucified, whose suffering and death paid for our sins and earned for us the gift of
everlasting life. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to speak with Pastor
Goetzinger or Pastor Thompson. We pray that you return to worship with us again.
INFORMATION
Restrooms Speak with an usher for the location.
Hearing assistance devices are available. Speak with an usher.
FOR PARENTS
Changing table is located in the washroom next to the kitchen downstairs.
Quiet space for children behind the glass walls at the entryway of church.

PRAYER UPON ENTERING THE CHURCH
silence for meditation.
Heavenly Father, I thank you for subjecting yourself to a life of pain and hardship for me,
especially the pain and hardship of the cross where you paid for all my sins. You call me to
be like you, to carry my own cross of hardship and be willing to give up many things and
subject myself to pain and difficulty to serve the people you have placed in my life.
Motivate me with your gospel and Holy Spirit. Motivate me by placing your own cross
before me. Amen.
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND ABSOLUTION
————————————————————————————————
Stand.
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
S:

[the soloist sings the following]

To confess is to admit
we’re far from perfect
and so, without Jesus,
shouldn’t be with a
perfect God.

Speak, O Lord, as we come to you
To receive the food of your Holy Word.
Take your truth, plant it deep in us;
Shape and fashion us in your likeness
That the light of Christ might be seen today
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us
All your purposes for your glory.
M: We are gathered together in the presence of God, who created us to mirror
his perfect love and will. But we have failed, and on our own deserve only
his wrath and eternal separation. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him.
C: Have mercy on me, my God, according to your unfailing love. Wash
and cleanse me from all my sin. For I know my sins and that I have
done evil in your sight. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and
grant me a willing spirit. Let me hear joy and gladness, and create in
me a pure heart, my God.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life
and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt
forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live
according to his will.
C: Amen.
S:

[the soloist sings the following]
Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;
Help us grasp the heights of your plans for us.
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time,
That will echo down through eternity.
And by grace we’ll stand on your promises,
And by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us.
Speak, O Lord, as your Church is built
And you fill the earth with your glory.
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The words of the
confession are based
on the ancient warrior
poet, King David’s,
Psalm 51, written 3000
years ago. It remains
true to the human soul
today.

The pastor absolves us
of our sins, that is,
reminds us we’re
forgiven because of
Jesus’ death and
resurrection.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
————————————————————————————————
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Let us pray: O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers
with your never-failing mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and
harmful, and guide us in the way that leads to our salvation; for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Be seated.
FIRST LESSON
Judges 16:22-31
————————————————————————————————
Although his final actions were mingled still with pride, through faith Samson’s
act of self-sacrifice was counted righteous, reminding us of Christ’s.
But the hair on his head began to grow again after it had been shaved.
Now the rulers of the Philistines assembled to offer a great sacrifice to
Dagon their god and to celebrate, saying, “Our god has delivered Samson,
our enemy, into our hands.”
When the people saw him, they praised their god, saying,
“Our god has delivered our enemy
into our hands,
the one who laid waste our land
and multiplied our slain.”
While they were in high spirits, they shouted, “Bring out Samson to
entertain us.” So they called Samson out of the prison, and he performed
for them.
When they stood him among the pillars, Samson said to the servant
who held his hand, “Put me where I can feel the pillars that support the
temple, so that I may lean against them.” Now the temple was crowded
with men and women; all the rulers of the Philistines were there, and on
the roof were about three thousand men and women watching Samson
perform. Then Samson prayed to the LORD, “Sovereign LORD,
remember me. Please, God, strengthen me just once more, and let me with
one blow get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes.” Then Samson
reached toward the two central pillars on which the temple stood. Bracing
himself against them, his right hand on the one and his left hand on the
other, Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” Then he pushed with
all his might, and down came the temple on the rulers and all the people in
it. Thus he killed many more when he died than while he lived.
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We believe that the
Bible is the source of
all spiritual truth, and
so we read lessons
from it to learn who
God is and what he’s
done for us throughout
history and still today.

Then his brothers and his father’s whole family went down to get him.
They brought him back and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the
tomb of Manoah his father. He had led Israel twenty years.
PSALM 121
————————————————————————————————
Spoken responsively
M: I lift up my eyes to the hills.
C: Where does my help come from?
M: My help comes from the Lord,
C: the maker of heaven and earth.
M: He will not let your foot slip,
C: he who watches over you will not slumber;
M: indeed, he who watches over Israel
C: will neither slumber nor sleep.
M: The Lord watches over you,
C: the Lord is your shade at your right hand.
M: The Lord will keep you from all harm,
C: he will watch over your life;
M: the Lord will watch over your coming and going
C: both now and forevermore.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever, Amen.
SECOND LESSON
Galatians 6:12-16
————————————————————————————————
Nothing is more precious, nothing is worth boasting about in this world
compared to Christ’s cross, where he sacrificed himself for our sins.
Those who want to impress people by means of the flesh are trying to
compel you to be circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid
being persecuted for the cross of Christ. Not even those who are
circumcised keep the law, yet they want you to be circumcised that they
may boast about your circumcision in the flesh. May I never boast except
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been
crucified to me, and I to the world. Neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision means anything; what counts is the new creation. Peace
and mercy to all who follow this rule—to the Israel of God.
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Psalms are songs
written thousands of
years ago. We still
worship with them
today.

VERSE OF THE DAY
Jeremiah 15:16 cf. RSV
————————————————————————————————
M: Alleluia. Your words became a joy to me, and the delight of my heart.
Alleluia.
C: These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God. Alleluia!
Stand.
GOSPEL
Matthew 16:21-26
————————————————————————————————
Jesus predicts his death on the cross and then bids us to follow him as his
disciples by taking up our own crosses of suffering in his name.
From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must
go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief
priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the
third day be raised to life.
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said.
“This shall never happen to you!”
Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but
merely human concerns.”
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple
must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever
wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will
find it. What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet
forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?

Gospel means “Good
News,” and so this is a
reading from the
historical biographies
of Jesus that tells us
the good news of how
Jesus came into this
world to save us.

Be seated.
HYMN OF THE DAY
Christ Be My Leader
————————————————————————————————
Christian Worship 367:1-3
1

Christ be my leader by night as by day,
Safe through the darkness, for he is the way.
Gladly I follow, my future his care;
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there.

2

Christ be my teacher in age as in youth,
Drifting or doubting, for he is the truth.
Grant me to trust him, though shifting as sand.
Doubt cannot daunt me—in Jesus I stand!
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The Hymn of the Day
is meant to especially
celebrate today’s
unique theme.
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Christ be my Saviour in calm as in strife;
Death cannot hold me, for he is the life.
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain
Can touch my salvation—with Jesus I reign!

SERMON
Matthew 16:21-26
————————————————————————————————
Becoming a Christian Costs You Nothing.
Living as a Christian Costs You Everything.
APOSTLES’ CREED
————————————————————————————————
Stand.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

A sermon is simply a
longer reflection on
one of today’s readings
from the Bible.

The Apostle’s Creed is
a summary of the
Christian faith based
on statements of faith
from the 100s. It is a
summary of the facts
our assurance of
forgiveness is based
on.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
OFFERING
————————————————————————————————
To give electronically, visit StPaulOttawa.org and click on GIVE in the top menu.
To give physically, either drop in the basket in the centre aisle, back of church, after the service,
or mail to our church address.
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Christians give
offerings as a form of
worship, to show God
our thanks and
dependence on him,
and to support our
work within the
community and world.

INSTALLATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL & TEEN TROUPE STAFF
————————————————————————————————
Kindergarden: Kathryn Gadde
Grades 1 & 2: Riley and Tamara Paterson
Grade 3: Anny Ally
Grades 4 & 5: Khrista Petrie
Grade 6: Reden and Kristy (Griffiths) Marzo
Grades 7 & 8: Jules Palaisy
Teen Troupe: Pastor Thompson and Carl Kiiffner
Substitute Teachers:
Katy Cheslock
Tori Rochon
Rose Mallon
Stacey Cheslock
Erika Johnson
Jacob Luk
Murray Johnson
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH & LORD’S PRAYER
————————————————————————————————
M: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your
mercies are new every morning. Each day you open your hand and provide
for the needs of your children on earth.
C: We praise you for every grace and blessing.
M: Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of
salvation in Christ Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere.
C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope.
M: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society. Bless
our national, provincial, and local governments.
C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honour and respect.
M: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense
of fairness toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride
in their workmanship.
C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done.
M: Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps
students read, think, and communicate in ways that will promote an
informed and responsible citizenry. Arouse curious minds to discover the
wonders of your created order.
C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence.
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The Prayer of the
Church is our biggest
prayer of the day,
focusing on our day’s
theme and asking God
to care for us, our
community, and the
world.

M:

Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a
renewed commitment to be good parents. Give children and young people
the wisdom to regard their parents as your representatives.

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.
M: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that
you will hear and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare.
C: Amen.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING
————————————————————————————————
S:

[the soloist sings the following]
May the peace of God our heavenly Father,
And the grace of Christ the risen Son,
And the fellowship of God the Spirit
Keep our hearts and minds within his love.
And to him be praise for his glorious reign
From the depths of earth to the heights of heaven.
We declare the name of the Lamb once slain—
Christ eternal, the King of kings.

M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that
comes from above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely
proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may
serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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Two-thousand years
ago, Jesus taught his
disciples to pray with
these words. We use
them still today, able to
call God our Father
because of Jesus.

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favour and ✙ give you peace.
C: Amen.
S:

[the soloist sings the following]
May this peace which passes understanding,
And this grace which makes us what we are,
And this fellowship of his Communion
Make us one in spirit and in heart.
And to him be praise for his glorious reign
From the depths of earth to the heights of heaven.
We declare the name of the Lamb once slain—
Christ eternal, the King of kings.
✙

Presiding Minister:
Preacher:
Organist:
Soloist:
Accompaniment Coordinator:
Serving on Altar Guild:

Pastor Harland Goetzinger
Pastor Luke Thompson
Ruth Neil
Renee Johnson
Deb Tong
Rose Mallon and Bev Mallon
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We always end with a
blessing used by
believers for thousands
of years, reminding us
we leave as children
loved by God and at
peace with him, all
because of Jesus.

THIS WEEK WITH OUR RISEN
AND ASCENDED SAVIOUR
Education Sunday, September 13
9 am Sunday School & Teen Troupe
(In person at St. Paul)
9 am Adult Bible Study
(Fellowship Hall and on Zoom)
10:30 am Education Sunday Worship
Wednesday, September 16
7 pm Pentecost 16 Worship
with Holy Communion
Thursday, September 17
7 pm Virtual Bible Study
(on Zoom)
Friday, September 18
6 pm Illumine Social
Sunday, September 20
9 am Sunday School & Teen Troupe
(In person at St. Paul)
9 am Adult Bible Study
(Fellowship Hall and on Zoom)
10:30 am Pentecost 16 Worship
with Holy Communion

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS
Sept 16: Kelly Livingston, Kyle Taggart
Sept 17: Suzette Bruer
Sept 18: Victoria and Jessica Msuya
Sept 19: Marcia Pfotenhauer, Diana Sutherland
BAPTISMAL GREETINGS
Sept 14: Del Nitschke
Sept 15: Tracy Berthelet
Sept 18: Jennifer Berthelet, Tim Townson
KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS
Shut-in members: Frederika Grummisch, Irma
Lange, Ruth St. Germain, Neill Sylvester, and
Warren Thoms
Marion Petrie
Tesloch Luk (First year university in Oshawa)
COVID-19 pandemic and new normal
OUR SYMPATHY
Our sympathy to Fay and Dick Gadde and family,
in the recent loss of Fay’s mother, Emma
Thompson, who passed away on Monday,
September 7, 2020 at the age of 101.
Please keep the Gadde and Thompson families in
your prayers.
My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation
comes from him. He alone is my rock and my
salvation; he is my fortress, I will never be
shaken. Psalm 62:1,2
PHOTOBOOK FOR BICKEL FAMILY
As many of you know the Bickels (David,
Evelyn, Mary-Anna, Christian, Faith and Lydia)
have moved to North Carolina U.S.A.
A photobook has been created that includes many
memories of the Bickel family and their time at
St. Paul's. It is located in the basement. If you
would like to sign your name or add a personal
note to this photobook, please do! We will mail it
to their new home at the end of September.
Kindly sanitize the pens after use with the Lysol
wipes provided and DO NOT remove the book
from the table. Someone will be monitoring the
table to observe that COVID protocols are
observed. Thank you, Noella & Christine.
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CONNECT WITH US
________________________________
Name
________________________________
email
________________________________
Address
________________________________
City & Postal Code
________________________________
Phone
I’M NEW
Tell me more about Jesus.
I’m interested in membership.
Sign me up for the weekly eLetter.
I WANT TO SERVE
At our next service day.
On Sundays (Ushering, sound, etc.)
In global & local missions.
I WANT TO CONNECT
With a pastor
With other Christians
With illumine, the student and young
adult community.
I WANT TO GO DEEPER
By joining a Bible Foundations class.
By finding a bible study opportunity.
PRAYERS or QUESTIONS

___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________

God’s grace welcomes you, no matter
who you are or where you come from and so do we. We’re so glad we’ve had
the opportunity to share God’s grace
through Jesus to you. Jesus makes us
special people, right with God and ready
for life! We learn this from the Bible,
God’s authentic message of grace and
guidance for us.
Whether you are a first time visitor or
returning guest, we are delighted to
share our worship with you. Please come
back and worship with us again. And if
there’s any way we can serve you,
please don’t hesitate to let us know.
Harland Goetzinger, Pastor
goetzinh@sympatico.ca
Luke Thompson, Pastor
L.George.Thompson@gmail.com
phone 613-234-0321
email stpaulwels@rogers.com
web www.stpaulottawa.org
Worship Schedule
Sundays at 10:30am
Wednesday Vespers at 7pm
Sunday School, Teen Troupe,
and Bible Class
Sundays at 9am

