GIVE ME A SIGN
Sunday, January 3, 2021 – Epiphany
Service Order: Divine Service II, Christian Worship Supplement, page 28
A warm welcome to those visiting us this morning. Here at St. Paul we preach Christ
crucified, whose suffering and death paid for our sins and earned for us the gift of
everlasting life. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Pastor
Goetzinger or Pastor Thompson. We pray that you return to worship with us again.
As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold,
As with joy they hailed its light,
Leading onward, beaming bright,
So, most gracious Lord, may we
Evermore your followers be.

Holy Jesus, ev’ry day
Keep us in the narrow way;
And, when earthly things are past,
Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide,
Where no clouds your glory hide.

Christian Worship 83:1,4

PRAYER UPON ENTERING THE CHURCH
silence for meditation.
Dear Jesus, this Epiphany season I will be studying how you used signs and wonders to
draw people from all nations to you so that they might find their Saviour from sin. Today, I
celebrate how you used the sign of the star of Bethlehem to start that drawing of all people
of all nations. I thank you that your gospel has reached my people and my nation. Help me
to continue to bring the light of the gospel to more peoples and nations. Amen.
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OPENING HYMN
The Star Proclaims the King Is Here
————————————————————————————————
sung by soloist, found in Christian Worship 91:1-3
1

The star proclaims the King is here;
But, Herod, why this senseless fear?
For he who came from heaven’s throne
Does not desire an earthly crown.

2

The wiser Magi saw from afar
And followed on his guiding star,
And, led by light, to Light they pressed
And by their gifts their God confessed.
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Within the Jordan River stood
The pure and holy Lamb of God;
The Father’s voice, the Spirit-dove,
Confirmed the Saviour from above.

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND ABSOLUTION
————————————————————————————————
Stand.
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins,
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
For sins of habit and sins of choice,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

To confess is to admit
we’re far from perfect
and so, without Jesus,
shouldn’t be with a
perfect God.

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy,
God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the
word of Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.

The pastor absolves us
of our sins, that is,
reminds us we’re
forgiven because of
Jesus’ death and
resurrection.

C: Amen.
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LORD, HAVE MERCY, Kyrie
————————————————————————————————
M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord: For the well-being of all people
everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to sustain body
and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

Christians have been
praying the Kyrie since
the 100s AD to remind
us of how we depend
on God for everything
spiritual.

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all
who are lost in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O
Christ.
C: Christ, have mercy.
M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of
heaven as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.
C: Amen.
GLORY BE TO GOD, Gloria in Excelsis
————————————————————————————————
Christians praise God
by proclaiming the
great things he has
done to accomplish our
rescue from sin. This
has been a Christian
song of worship since
the 300s AD.

C: All glory be to God on high!
Your name, O Lord, we glorify;
We praise you for your peace and grace,
Your favour toward our fallen race.
Our grateful thanks to you we bring,
For your great glory, heav’nly King,
For all, O Father, you have done
Through Jesus Christ, your only Son.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
————————————————————————————————
M: Let us pray: Lord God, by the leading of a star you once made known to
the nations your one and only Son. Guide us, also, who know him now by
faith, to come at last to the perfect joy of your heavenly glory; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Be seated.
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FIRST LESSON
Isaiah 60:1-6
————————————————————————————————
God promises a light that people from all nations on earth will be drawn to.
“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises
upon you.
See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples,
but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you.
Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your
dawn.
“Lift up your eyes and look about you: All assemble and come to you;
your sons come from afar, and your daughters are carried on the hip.
Then you will look and be radiant, your heart will throb and swell with
joy; the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, to you the riches of the
nations will come.
Herds of camels will cover your land, young camels of Midian and
Ephah.
And all from Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense and
proclaiming the praise of the LORD.
PSALM 72
————————————————————————————————
Spoken responsively
M: Endow the King with your justice, O God,
C: the royal Son with your righteousness.
M: He will defend the afflicted among the people
C: and save the children of the needy.
M: He will endure as long as the sun,
C: as long as the moon, through all generations.
M: He will be like rain falling on a mown field,
C: like showers watering the earth.
M: All kings will bow down to him,
C: and all nations will serve him.
M: All nations will be blessed through him,
C: and they will call him blessed.
M: Praise be to the LORD God, who alone does marvellous deeds.
C: May the whole earth be filled with his glory.
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We believe that the
Bible is the source of
all spiritual truth, and
so we read lessons
from it to learn who
God is and what he’s
done for us throughout
history and still today.

Psalms are songs
written thousands of
years ago. We still sing
them today

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
SECOND LESSON
Ephesians 3:2-12
————————————————————————————————
Paul tells us that this Messiah only the Jewish people had been waiting for has
been revealed as a Saviour for the world.
Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was
given to me for you, that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation,
as I have already written briefly. In reading this, then, you will be able to
understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made
known to people in other generations as it has now been revealed by the
Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. This mystery is that through the
gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one
body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.
I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me
through the working of his power. Although I am less than the least of all
the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the
boundless riches of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the
administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in
God, who created all things. His intent was that now, through the church,
the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose that he
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. In him and through faith in him we
may approach God with freedom and confidence.
VERSE OF THE DAY
Matthew 2:2b
————————————————————————————————
M: Alleluia. We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.
Alleluia.
C: Alleluia! Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is
heard through the Word of Christ. Alleluia!

5

GOSPEL
Matthew 2:1-12
————————————————————————————————
People from far off nations are literally drawn to the Christ child by the light of
a sign: the star of Bethlehem.
The congregation stands.
M: The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 2.
C: Glory be to you, O Lord!
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the
one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and
have come to worship him.”
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with
him. When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers
of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. “In
Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has
written:
“ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among
the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact
time the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and
search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so
that I too may go and worship him.”
After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they
had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place
where the child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On
coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they
bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and
presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. And having been
warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country
by another route.
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated.
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Gospel means “Good
News,” and so this is a
reading from the
historical biographies
of Jesus that tells us
the good news of how
Jesus came into this
world to save us.

HYMN OF THE DAY
How Lovely Shines the Morning Star
————————————————————————————————
sung by soloist, found in Christian Worship 79:1,5
1

How lovely shines the Morning Star! The nations see and hail afar
The light in Judah shining. O David’s Son of Jacob’s race,
My Bride-groom and my King of grace, For you my heart is pining.
Lowly, Holy, Great and glorious, O victorious Prince of graces,
Filling all the heav’nly places.

5

Lift up the voice and strike the string, Let all glad sounds of music ring
In God’s high praises blended. Christ will be with me all the way,
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day Till trav’lling days are ended.
Sing out, Ring out Triumph glorious, O victorious Chosen nation;
Praise the God of your salvation.

SERMON
Matthew 2:1-12
————————————————————————————————
Now, the Work of Christmas Begins
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The Hymn of the Day
is meant to especially
celebrate today’s
unique theme.

A sermon is simply a
longer reflection on
one of today’s readings
from the Bible.

NICENE CREED
————————————————————————————————
Stand.
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

The Nicene Creed is a
summary of the
Christian faith written
in 325AD, used since
then to declare
together what we
believe about God.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
OFFERING
————————————————————————————————
To give electronically, visit StPaulOttawa.org and click on GIVE in the top menu. Or, mail to our
church address— 208 Wilbrod Street, Ottawa, ON K1N 6L5.
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Christians give
offerings as a form of
worship, to show God
our thanks and
dependence on him,
and to support our
work within the
community and world.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
————————————————————————————————
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who in faith, piety and love come to receive
his gifts and praise his name, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

The Prayer of the
Church is our biggest
prayer of the day,
focusing on our day’s
theme and asking God
to care for us, our
community, and the
world.

For all families and homes, that one generation may tell to the next the
wonderful works of God in Christ, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have
mercy.
For our catechumens, that they may grow in repentance, faith and holy
living, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all women with child and all mothers with infant children, that they
would find joy in their vocation of being a mother, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the sick and sorrowful, for those who mourn, and for all who stand in
need of our prayers, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Lord God, heavenly Father, we here remember the sufferings and death of
your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Praising his victorious
resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from his ascension before
you, where he ever stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in his kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to you alone
we give all glory, honour and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
————————————————————————————————
as we forgive those
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
who trespass against us;
hallowed be thy name,
and lead us not into temptation,
thy kingdom come,
but deliver us from evil.
thy will be done
For thine is the kingdom
on earth as it is in heaven.
and the power and the glory
Give us this day our daily bread;
forever and ever. Amen.
and forgive us our trespasses,
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Two-thousand years
ago, Jesus taught his
disciples to pray with
these words. We use
them still today, able to
call God our Father
because of Jesus.

CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING
————————————————————————————————
M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that
you have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift
you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By
your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will
receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favour and ✙ give you peace.
C: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN.
Rise, Shine, You People
————————————————————————————————
sung by soloist, found in Christian Worship 556:1,2,4
1

Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord entered
Our human story; God in him is centred.
He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded,
With grace unbounded.

2

See how he sends the pow’rs of evil reeling;
He brings us freedom, light and life and healing.
Al men and women, who by guilt are driven,
Now are forgiven.

4

Tell how the Father sent his Son to save us.
Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us.
Tell how the Spirit calls from ev’ry nation
His new creation.
✙

Presiding Minister:
Organist:
Soloist:
Accompaniment Coordinator:

Pastor Harland Goetzinger
Tracy Arner
Marcia Pfotenhauer
Deb Tong

10

We always end with a
blessing used by
believers for thousands
of years, reminding us
we leave as children
loved by God and at
peace with him, all
because of Jesus.

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS
Jan 5: Nicole Kropp, Shannon Kritsch,
Ben Cheslock, Josh Mc Grath
Jan 8: John Landry
Jan 9: Nathaniel LaBrash

THIS WEEK WITH OUR RISEN
AND ASCENDED SAVIOUR
Sunday, January 3
9 am Adult Bible Study
(on Zoom)
10:30 am Epiphany Worship
(via Live Stream)

BAPTISMAL GREETINGS
Jan 5: Margaret Wise
Jan 6: Nicole Kropp
Jan 9: Dennis Gougeon

Tuesday, January 5
7 pm Deacons
(on Zoom)

KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS
Shut-in members: Harvey Kritsch, Irma Lange,
Jim and Joan Schroeder, Ruth St. Germain,
Neill Sylvester, Warren Thoms.
Seniors living at home, in retirement
residences and health care facilities.
Grant & Becky Donaldson and family
Dennis & Sue Gougeon and family

Thursday, January 7
7 pm Bible Study
(on Zoom)
Friday, January 8
6:30 pm Illuminé Social:
Introducing Jesus
(on Zoom)

OUR SYMPATHY
Our sympathy to Dennis & Sue Gougeon and
family, in the recent loss of Dennis’ sister,
Sonya Van Rijswijk, who passed away in
Brockville, ON on Sunday, December 27,
2020. Please keep the Gougeon family and
Dennis’ siblings and their families in your
prayers.
Truly my soul finds rest in God; my salvation
comes from him. Truly he is my rock and my
salvation; he is my fortress, I will never be
shaken. Psalm 62:1,2

Saturday, January 9
1 pm Jr. Catechism Class
(on Zoom)
Sunday, January 10
9 am Adult Bible Study
(on Zoom)
10:30 am Epiphany 1 Worship
(via Live Stream)
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FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR
Donating flowers for the altar is a wonderful
way to celebrate friends' or family members'
birthdays, anniversaries, or special days, such
as their baptism, confirmation day, or
graduation. It is also a special way to remember
a loved one who now is safe in the arms of their
Saviour in heaven.
Although we may not be worshipping in person
for awhile, we still want the altar to be prepared
for worship, which includes flowers. You can
help the Altar Guild beautify the Lord’s altar by
donating flowers. Simply select your dates.

2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES

There are still a number of 2021 offering
envelope sets in the church basement that have
not been picked up yet. Due to the current
COVID—19 lock down there will be only
virtual services being offered for most of
January. If you would like to have your
envelope set mailed to you, let the Church
Office know and we will get it sent out to you.
Thank you,
Leigh MacWilliam
Financial Secretary

Choose how you will donate:
✴ Coordinate a time with the month’s Altar
Guild team to deliver cut flowers or a premade arrangement.
✴ Donate money to the Altar Guild. The Altar
Guild team for those dates will purchase
and arrange the flowers on your behalf.
Then contact Debbie Casey, the Altar Guild
chair via email at decasey77@gmail.com. Let
her know the dates you have selected, how you
plan to donate, and if you would like a notice in
the worship folder to acknowledge a special
occasion or memorial.
Alternatively, the flower chart for the year is
hanging on the bulletin board in the hallway of
church that leads to the long meeting room. If
you are at church, for any reason, just sign your
name on the dates you would like to donate
flowers and let Altar Guild know how you will
be making the donation.
How wonderful would it be to completely fill
the flower chart this year?
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CONNECT WITH US
________________________________
Name
________________________________
email
________________________________
Address
________________________________
City & Postal Code
________________________________
Phone
I’M NEW
☐ Tell me more about Jesus.
☐ I’m interested in membership.
☐ Sign me up for the weekly eLetter.
I WANT TO SERVE
☐ At our next service day.
☐ On Sundays (Ushering, sound, etc.)
☐ In global & local missions.
I WANT TO CONNECT
☐ With a pastor
☐ With other Christians
☐ With illumine, the student and young
adult community.
I WANT TO GO DEEPER
☐ By joining a Bible Foundations class.
☐ By finding a bible study opportunity.
PRAYERS or QUESTIONS

___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________

God’s grace welcomes you, no matter
who you are or where you come from and so do we. We’re so glad we’ve had
the opportunity to share God’s grace
through Jesus to you. Jesus makes us
special people, right with God and ready
for life! We learn this from the Bible,
God’s authentic message of grace and
guidance for us.
Whether you are a first time visitor or
returning guest, we are delighted to
share our worship with you. Please come
back and worship with us again. And if
there’s any way we can serve you,
please don’t hesitate to let us know.
Harland Goetzinger, Pastor
goetzinh@sympatico.ca
Luke Thompson, Pastor
L.George.Thompson@gmail.com
phone 613-234-0321
email stpaulwels@rogers.com
web www.stpaulottawa.org
Worship Schedule
Sundays at 10:30am
(Streamed Live)
Bible Class on Zoom
Sundays at 9am
Thursdays at 7pm

