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Blessed are those who hear the word of God and obey it.
(Luke 11:28)

PREPARE THE WAY LIKE JOHN THE BAPTIST
Sunday, December 5, 2021 – Advent 2
Service Order: Common Service, Christian Worship, page 15
A warm welcome to those visiting us this morning. Here at St. Paul we preach Christ
crucified, whose suffering and death paid for our sins and earned for us the gift of
everlasting life. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to speak with Pastor
Goetzinger or Pastor Kock. We pray that you return to worship with us again.
INFORMATION
Restrooms Speak with an usher for the location.
Hearing assistance devices are available. Speak with an usher.
FOR PARENTS
Changing table is located in the washroom next to the downstairs kitchen.
Quiet space for children behind the glass walls at the entryway of church

PRAYER UPON ENTERING THE CHURCH
silence for meditation.
Lord Jesus, we thank you for coming in grace as God in the flesh, our Saviour from sin.
Prepare us for our celebration of Christmas; focus our hearts and minds on your gift of
forgiveness. Prepare us for your second coming; focus our hearts on your grace, and enable
us to live in your love; in Jesus’ name, Amen.
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OPENING HYMN
There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying
————————————————————————————————
Christian Worship 13
1

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, A call from the ways untrod:
Prepare in the desert a highway, A highway for our God!
The valleys shall be exalted, The lofty hills brought low;
Make straight all the crooked places Where the Lord our God may go!
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O Christians, you bring good tidings; Get up to the heights and sing!
Proclaim to a desolate people The coming of their King.
Like the flow’rs of the field they perish; Like grass their works decay.
The pow’r and pomp of nations Shall pass like a dream away;
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But the Word of our God is eternal; The arm of the Lord is strong.
He stands in the midst of the nations, And he shall right the wrong.
He shall feed his flock like a shepherd, The lambs shall gently hold,
To pastures of peace shall lead them, And bring them safe to his fold.

ADVENT RITE
————————————————————————————————
Stand.
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
(sing) O come, O Wisdom from on high,
who ordered all things mightily;
to us the path of knowledge show
and teach us in its ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
M: Friends in Christ, Advent is the time of year we look forward. With
Christmas approaching, we look forward to Jesus coming the first time as
our Saviour. But we also look forward to Jesus coming a second time, as
not only Saviour, but also as Judge. And so, let us confess our sins to God,
trusting that, through Jesus, God has mercy on us.
C: Heavenly Father, you are holy, and you call me to be holy. But I know
that I fail daily to be who you want me to be. My sinful nature
produces sinful thoughts and actions. I am truly sorry, knowing I
rightly deserve only your wrath and punishment. Forgive me, for
Jesus’ sake.

2

To confess is to admit
we’re far from perfect
and so, without Jesus,
shouldn’t be with a
perfect God.

M: God, our heavenly Father, is not only righteous and holy, but also merciful
and loving. He sent Jesus to take the punishment for our sins on the cross.
We praise God for sending Jesus that first Christmas to live for us. We
praise God that Jesus will return on the last day to take us not to eternal
punishment, but eternal life. Go now with believing hearts, knowing your
sins are forgiven. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength
to live in his peace.
C: Amen.
M: As a sign of Jesus as the light of the world, and of the nearing of Jesus’
coming, we light two advent candles.
Two Advent candles are lit.
(sing) O Come, O Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home.
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel!
PRAYER OF THE DAY
————————————————————————————————
M: The Lord be with you.

M: Let us pray: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only
Son. By his coming give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our
path through the darkness of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Be seated.
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The pastor absolves us
of our sins, that is,
reminds us we’re
forgiven because of
Jesus’ death and
resurrection.

- ing I

FIRST LESSON
Malachi 3:1-4
————————————————————————————————
I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then
suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger
of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty.
But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he
appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. He will
sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine
them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have men who will bring
offerings in righteousness, and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will
be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years.
PSALM 24
————————————————————————————————
Christian Worship, page 73
Psalm 24
Refrain

shall want.

of^t my enemies.*

r6ver

Let

the

Lord

en- ter;

he is the King of

glo - ry

Psalm tone

The earth is the Lonl's, and everyfhing in
the world, and all who live in it;

it,*

for he founded it up6n the seas*
and established it upon the (vaters.
Who may ascend the hill 5f the Lonl?x
Who may stand in his 6oly place?
He who has clean hands and afuteheart,*
he will receive blessing from God his Savior.
Refrain

Lift up your heads, O you gates;
be lifted up, you incient doors,*

that the King of glory riray come in.

Who is this King of flory?*
The Lonl strong and mighty,
the Lonn mighty in battle.

Lift up your heads. O you gates:
lift them up, you 6ncient doors,*
that the King of glory riray come in.

Who is he, this King of flory?x
The Lonp

Almighty-he

is the King of

flory

Glory be to the Father and fo the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the befinning,* ,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
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We believe that the
Bible is the source of
all spiritual truth, and
so we read lessons
from it to learn who
God is and what he’s
done for us throughout
history and still today.

Psalms are songs
written thousands of
years ago. We still sing
them today.

SECOND LESSON
1 Corinthians 4:1-5
————————————————————————————————
This, then, is how you ought to regard us: as servants of Christ and as
those entrusted with the mysteries God has revealed. Now it is required
that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. I care very little
if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge
myself. My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is
the Lord who judges me. Therefore judge nothing before the appointed
time; wait until the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in
darkness and will expose the motives of the heart. At that time each will
receive their praise from God.
VERSE OF THE DAY
Luke 3:4,6 cf NIV
————————————————————————————————
M: Alleluia. Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. All
mankind will see God’s salvation. Alleluia.

The congregation stands.
GOSPEL
Luke 3:1-6
————————————————————————————————
M: The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 3.

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius
Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip
tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene—during
the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John
son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the country around the
Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it
is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:
“A voice of one calling in the
wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.
Every valley shall be filled in,
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Gospel means “Good
News,” and so this is a
reading from the
historical biographies
of Jesus that tells us
the good news of how
Jesus came into this
world to save us.

every mountain and hill made low.
The crooked roads shall become straight,
the rough ways smooth.
And all people will see God’s salvation.’
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

NICENE CREED
————————————————————————————————
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.
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The Nicene Creed is a
summary of the
Christian faith written
in 325AD, used since
then to declare
together what we
believe about God.

HYMN OF THE DAY
On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
————————————————————————————————
Christian Worship 16
1

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Come, then, and listen, for he brings
Good news about the King of kings.

2

Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin
And furnished for a guest within,
And let us all our hearts prepare
For Christ to come and enter there.

3

We hail you as our Saviour, Lord,
Our Refuge and our great reward.
Without your grace we waste away
Like flow’rs that wither and decay.

4

Stretch forth your hand, our health restore,
And lift us up to fall no more.
Oh, make your face on us to shine,
And fill the world with love divine.

5

All praise to you, eternal Son,
Whose advent has our freedom won,
Whom with the Father we adore
And Holy Spirit evermore.

SERMON
Luke 3:1-6
————————————————————————————————
Be Prepared!
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The Hymn of the Day
is meant to especially
celebrate today’s
unique theme.

A sermon is simply a
longer reflection on
one of today’s readings
from the Bible.

Stand.
In response to hearing
the Good News of the
gospel, we sing the
timeless words of King
David that God renews
our hearts to live as
loving children of God.

Be seated.
OFFERING
————————————————————————————————
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Christians give
offerings as a form of
worship, to show God
our thanks and
dependence on him,
and to support our
work within the
community and world.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH & LORD’S PRAYER
————————————————————————————————
Stand.
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
Almighty God, you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of the Lord, as
prophesied by Isaiah who foretold the Christ. Remember the people of
your church whom you have called to proclaim your Word today. Give
them wisdom and courage as they admonish and absolve your people by
your Word, that your saints might be prepared for Christ’s coming again in
glory. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

The Prayer of the
Church is our biggest
prayer of the day,
focusing on our day’s
theme and asking God
to care for us, our
community, and the
world.

Heavenly Father, you gather your people together in Christ and make them
partakers of your grace. Strengthen the faith of those you have gathered
into this congregation, that their love may abound more and more with all
knowledge and discernment. Lead us to approve what is excellent and be
pure and blameless for the day of Christ. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
Gracious Lord, as you call and gather us into your family, so bless the
households of this congregation. Bless husbands and wives, fathers and
mothers as they go about their work of strengthening marriage and raising
children. Let their love abound more and more, with knowledge and
discernment, and fill their homes with the righteousness that comes
through Christ Jesus. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy God, by the word of your servant you prepared all flesh to see the
salvation of God. Prepare also the hearts of all who kneel at your altar
today to receive worthily Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of
their sins. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
M: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Two-thousand years
ago, Jesus taught his
disciples to pray with
these words. We use
them still today, able to
call God our Father
because of Jesus.

Directions for Communion
In the Bible, God gives us instructions for communion. He says,
“Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and
drink of the cup.” (1 Corinthians 11:28) In order to receive communion
today, we ask that worshippers be able to check all of the following boxes:
I repent of all my sins, holding nothing back from God. (1 John 1:9)
I believe that Jesus took away my sins when he died for me on the
cross. (John 3:16, 1 John 3:5)
I believe that in Communion I receive Jesus’ true body and blood
along with the bread and the wine. (Mt 26:26-27, 1Co 10:16)
I agree with all the teachings of this church family, as I have learned to
know them through their Foundations Class.

THE SACRAMENT
————————————————————————————————
M: The Lord be with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he
called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world. Therefore with all the saints on earth and
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Lutherans use the word
sacraments for acts
that Jesus commanded
us to do for the
forgiveness of sins,
combining words of
forgiveness with
physical elements, like
bread and wine.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, Sanctus
————————————————————————————————

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
————————————————————————————————
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take
and eat; this is my ✙ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink
from it, all of you; this is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink
it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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In the 400s, Christians
began singing the
Sanctus to get our
hearts prepared for
receiving the
sacrament of
Communion.

See Matthew 26:26-29
and 1 Corinthians
11:23-26 in the Bible.

LAMB OF GOD, Agnus Dei
————————————————————————————————

DISTRIBUTION AND HYMNS
————————————————————————————————
Communicant members physically present are invited to take the sacrament at
the direction of the pastor.
M: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ will strengthen and preserve
you in the true faith into life everlasting. God in peace: Your sins are
forgiven.
C: Amen.
Short moment of silence for personal prayer.

12

The ancient Agnus Dei
reminds us that Jesus
was, like lambs in
ancient times, a
sacrifice given for our
sins.

SONG OF SIMEON, Nunc Dimittis
————————————————————————————————

M: O Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent
your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have
given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will
not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so
that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
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The Song of Simeon
was sung by a man
named Simeon when he
saw Jesus with his own
eyes for the first time.

CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING
————————————————————————————————
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favour and ✙ give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN
Comfort, Comfort All My People
————————————————————————————————
Christian Worship 11:1,3,4
1

“Comfort, comfort all my people; Speak of peace,” so says our God.
“Comfort those who sit in darkness, Groaning from their sorrows’ load.
Speak to all Jerusalem Of the peace that waits for them;
Tell them that their sins I cover, That their warfare now is over.”

3

John the Baptist’s voice is crying In the desert far and near,
Calling people to repentance For the kingdom now is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way;
Let the valleys rise to meet him And the hills bow down to greet him.

4

Straighten out the crooked highway; Make the rougher places plain.
Let your hearts be true and humble, Ready for his holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord Now o’er earth is spread abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token That his word is never broken.
✙

Presiding Minister:
Preacher:
Organist:
Soloist:
Accompaniment Coordinator:
Serving on Altar Guild:

Pastor Harland Goetzinger
Pastor Jon Kock
Ruth Neil
Marcia Pfotenhauer
Deb Tong
Karen Goetzinger
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We always end with a
blessing used by
believers for thousands
of years, reminding us
we leave as children
loved by God and at
peace with him, all
because of Jesus.

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS
Dec 5: Shirley (Sunny) Nitschke
Dec 6: Cianna Sutherland, Kimberly Feese,
Amanda Heubner
Dec 8: Nam Kuske, Margaret Wise,
Mounira Dobie
Dec 9: Isaac Heubner, Seayang Kuony
Dec 10: Mitch Livingston

THIS WEEK WITH OUR RISEN
AND ASCENDED SAVIOUR
Sunday, December 5
9 am Bible Study—Book of Acts
(in-person & on Zoom)
9 am Sunday School & Teen Troupe
(in-person)
10:30 am Advent 2 Worship
with Holy Communion
(in-person & streamed live)
11:30 am Women of St. Paul Book Sale

BAPTISMAL GREETINGS
Dec 5: Nyamay Kuony, Joseph Nko’o Nnomo
Dec 7: Amanda Bradley, Trent Suprey
Dec 10: Caleb Levac

Tuesday, December 7
7 pm Board of Stewardship

KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS
Shut-in members: Harvey Kritsch, Ernie
and Helen Saar, Jim and Joan Schroeder,
Sheila Schroeder, John and Doris Sullivan,
Ruth St. Germain, Neill Sylvester, Warren
Thoms, Margaret Wise.
Senior members living at home, in
retirement residences and health care
facilities.
Jim Schroeder (Ottawa Hospital, General
Campus)

Wednesday, December 8
7 pm Getting Ready for Baby
Midweek Advent Worship
Theme Tonight: “A Location”
(in-person)
Thursday, December 9
4:30 pm Jr. Catechism Class
(on Zoom)

WOMEN OF ST. PAUL SPONSORED
BOOK SALE
The book sale continues in the fellowship hall
this morning. Check out the many adult and
children’s books (hardcover and paperback),
CD’s, puzzles, and St. Paul Christmas cards.
All monies raised will help support Canadian
missions.

Friday, December 10
6 pm Illuminé Social
(In-person, 3rd floor, 208 Wilbrod St)
Saturday, December 11
10:30 am Sr. Catechism Class
Sunday, December 12
9 am Bible Study—Book of Acts
(in-person & on Zoom)
9 am Sunday School & Teen Troupe
(in-person)
10:30 am Advent 3 Worship
(in-person & streamed live)
11:30 am Women of St. Paul Book Sale
12 pm Voter’s Meeting
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GETTING READY FOR BABY
MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICES
Join us for the weekly midweek Advent service
on Wednesday, December 8 (7 p.m.). This
week we look at A Location, as we get ready
for baby. This series prepares our hearts for the
celebration of our Saviour’s birth, and his
return at the end of time. Share the true
meaning of Christmas by having your family,
friends, neighbours, classmates and co-workers
join us on Wednesday evening.
VOTER’S MEETING NEXT SUNDAY
Voting members of the congregation mark your
calendars! There will be an in person and
Zoom meeting next Sunday, December 12,
beginning at noon.

FELLOW MEMBERS
I have placed the 2022 offering envelope sets
out on a table in the church basement (along
the north wall by the ladies washroom). Please
pick up the set that is marked with your name.
Please do not start using these envelopes until
2022. If you see a set marked for one of your
family (or friend) that is not attending church
and feel that you could deliver it to them, that
would be greatly appreciated. If you do not see
your name and you want an envelope set
contact Leigh MacWilliam at
leighmacwilliam@gmail.com and I will make
sure to get one for you. Leigh MacWilliam,
Financial Secretary
2021 CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
Christmas Eve is one of two services that sees
well over 200 people attending each year. With
Covid changing the way we worship, by
limiting the number of people who can attend a
service, St. Paul is once again considering 2
services for the Christmas Eve program on
December 24. It’s not a “given" without
knowing if there is a need for 2 services.
Recently, the Board of Deacons asked the
members of St. Paul to contact the church
office to let them know if you and your family
were planning to attend that evening. Please let
the church office know ASAP (if you haven’t
already) as we will need to start making plans
for 2 services soon now that we are in early
December. Thank you!
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Let’s suppor t our
Canadian Missions!

We ask for your help to support our WELS Canada Mission
churches as they share Christ’s love across Canada.
You can continue to support these missions with your prayers and
donations — even though there will be no Women of St-Paul (WOSP)
Bazaar to raise funds this year.

Our mission congregations across Canada are:
• Cross of Life, Mississauga, ON
• Hope, Toronto, (Scarborough) ON
• Mighty Fortress, Red Deer, AB
• St. John’s, Wetaskawin, AB
• Saviour of the Nations, Vancouver, BC

It’s easy to help:
In person cash or personal cheque to St.Paul Lutheran Church
Online through the St.Paul website at www.stpaulottawa.org
Mail a cheque to the church office at 208 Wilbrod Street, Ottawa K1N 6L5
Remember to identify your donation for the Women of St.Paul 2021
Mission Fundraiser. Kindly have your donation in by December 15.

Thank you for your prayers and suppor t

CONNECT WITH US
________________________________
Name
________________________________
email
________________________________
Address
________________________________
City & Postal Code
________________________________
Phone
I’M NEW
☐ Tell me more about Jesus.
☐ I’m interested in membership.
☐ Sign me up for the weekly eLetter.
I WANT TO SERVE
☐ At our next service day.
☐ On Sundays (Ushering, sound, etc.)
☐ In global & local missions.
I WANT TO CONNECT
☐ With a pastor
☐ With other Christians
☐ With illumine, the student and young
adult community.
I WANT TO GO DEEPER
☐ By joining a Bible Foundations class.
☐ By finding a bible study opportunity.
PRAYERS or QUESTIONS

___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________

God’s grace welcomes you, no matter
who you are or where you come from and so do we. We’re so glad we’ve had
the opportunity to share God’s grace
through Jesus to you. Jesus makes us
special people, right with God and ready
for life! We learn this from the Bible,
God’s authentic message of grace and
guidance for us.
Whether you are a first time visitor or
returning guest, we are delighted to
share our worship with you. Please come
back and worship with us again. And if
there’s any way we can serve you,
please don’t hesitate to let us know.
Harland Goetzinger, Pastor
goetzinh@sympatico.ca
Jonathan Kock, Pastor
jonathan.kock94@gmail.com
phone 613-234-0321
email stpaulwels@rogers.com
web www.stpaulottawa.org
Worship Schedule
Sundays at 10:30am
Wednesday Vespers at 7pm
Sunday School, Teen Troupe,
and Bible Class
Sundays at 9am

