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Wednesday, December 19, 2018 - Midweek Advent

Wednesday, December 1, 2021 – Midweek Advent 1
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SERVICE OF LIGHT
————————————————————————————————
Stand.
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M: Lord God, we thank you for this day of grace now drawing to a close. Stay
with us and warm our hearts with your forgiving love in Christ. May your
Word keep our faith burning brightly that we may walk in the light of your
presence through the darkness of this world. Come and bless us as we
worship you: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Be seated.
LET MY PRAYER RISE BEFORE YOU, Psalm 141
————————————————————————————————

M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in time of
need that we may sing your praise in holy joy now and forever, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

3

CHRISTMAS HARMONY, PART 1
————————————————————————————————
from John 1:1-14 and Luke 1:5-56
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that
has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might
believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the
light. The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the
world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his
own did not receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those who
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—
children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s
will, but born of God.
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen
his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father,
full of grace and truth.
In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah,
who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was
also a descendant of Aaron. Both of them were righteous in the sight of
God, observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. But they
were childless because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were
both very old.
Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as
priest before God, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the
priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. And when
the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers
were praying outside.
Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of
the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was
gripped with fear. But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah;
your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and
you are to call him John. He will be a joy and delight to you, and many
will rejoice because of his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the
Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be
filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. He will bring back many
of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. And he will go on before the
Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to
their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make
ready a people prepared for the Lord.”
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Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man
and my wife is well along in years.”
The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God,
and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. And
now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens,
because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their
appointed time.”
Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why
he stayed so long in the temple. When he came out, he could not speak to
them. They realized he had seen a vision in the temple, for he kept making
signs to them but remained unable to speak.
When his time of service was completed, he returned home. After this
his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months remained in
seclusion. “The Lord has done this for me,” she said. “In these days he has
shown his favour and taken away my disgrace among the people.”
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel
to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man
named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The
angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The
Lord is with you.”
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of
greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary;
you have found favour with God. You will conceive and give birth to a
son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the
Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father
David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom
will never end.”
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be
called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a
child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in
her sixth month. For no word from God will ever fail.”
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be
fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.
At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of
Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. When
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed:
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear!
But why am I so favoured, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?
As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my
womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would
fulfill his promises to her!”
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And Mary said:
“My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on
all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great
things for me—holy is his name. His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation. He has performed mighty deeds with his
arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. He has
brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. He
has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to Abraham
and his descendants forever, just as he promised our ancestors.”
Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned
home.
C: The Lord will come again in glory. The Spirit and the Church cry out:
Come, Lord Jesus, come.
HYMN
When All the World Was Cursed
————————————————————————————————
Christian Worship 20
1

When all the world was cursed By Moses’ condemnation,
Saint John the Baptist came With words of consolation.
With true forerunner’s zeal The greater one he named,
And him, as yet unknown, As Saviour he proclaimed.

2

Before Saint John was born, He leaped in joyful meeting,
Confessing him as Lord Whose mother he was greeting.
By Jordan’s rolling stream, A new Elijah bold,
He testified of him Whom prophets had foretold.

3

Behold the Lamb of God, Who bears the world’s transgression,
Whose sacrifice removes The devil’s dread oppression.
Behold the Lamb of God, Who takes away our sin,
Who for our peace and joy Will full atonement win.

4

Oh, grant, dear Lord of love, That we receive, rejoicing,
The word proclaimed by John, Our true repentance voicing,
That gladly we may walk Upon our Saviour’s way
Until we live with him In his eternal day.

DEVOTION
Isaiah 9:6
————————————————————————————————
The Name Says it All
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
6

SONG OF MARY, Magnificat
————————————————————————————————
Stand.

7

Be seated.
OFFERING
————————————————————————————————
To give electronically, visit StPaulOttawa.org and click on GIVE in the top menu.

8

LORD, HAVE MERCY, Kyrie
————————————————————————————————
Stand.

M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in
all the world, and for the strengthening of all who serve and worship here,
we pray, O Lord:

M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every
stage of life, and for joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord:

M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection,
justice, learning, and health to this and every place, we pray to you, O
Lord:

M: For favourable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for
health of body, mind, and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every
form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord:
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M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your
good news, whose souls are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we
give you thanks, O Lord:

M: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend
ourselves to your care. Be our shield and strength, O Lord.

LORD’S PRAYER
————————————————————————————————
as we forgive those
C: Our Father in heaven,
who sin against us.
hallowed be your name,
Lead us not into temptation,
your kingdom come,
but deliver us from evil.
your will be done
For the kingdom, the power,
on earth as in heaven.
and the glory are yours
Give us today our daily bread.
now and forever. Amen.
Forgive us our sins,
PRAYER FOR PEACE
————————————————————————————————
M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from
you. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give,
that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments. Defend us also
from the fear of our enemies that we may live in peace and quietness,
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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SONG OF SIMEON, Nunc Dimittis
————————————————————————————————

BLESSING
————————————————————————————————
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CLOSING HYMN
All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night
————————————————————————————————
Christian Worship 592
1

All praise to thee, my God, this night
For all the blessings of the light.
Keep me, oh, keep me, King of kings,
Beneath thine own almighty wings.
Forgive me, Lord, for thy dear Son
The ill that I this day have done,
That with the world, myself, and thee
I, ere I sleep, at peace may be.

2

Teach me to live that I may dread
The grave as little as my bed.
Teach me to die so that I may
Rise glorious at the awe-full day.
Oh, may my soul on thee repose
And may sweet sleep mine eyelids close,
Sleep that shall me more vig’rous make
To serve my God when I awake.

3

When in the night I sleepless lie,
My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply;
Let no ill dreams disturb my rest,
No pow’rs of darkness me distress.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
✙

Presiding Minister:
Organist:
Accompaniment Coordinator:
Serving on Altar Guild:

Pastor Jonathan Kock
Tracy Arner
Deb Tong
Karen Goetzinger
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GETTING READY FOR BABY MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICES
We invite you to join us for the next two midweek Advent services on
Wednesday, December 8 & 15 @ 7 p.m. We meet in person at St. Paul. The
service will not be streamed live. Friends, relatives, neighbours, classmates and
co-workers are also invited to worship with us! Don’t forget to email or phone
the church office to register for each service.
✤ December 8: A Location (Luke 1:57-80; Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 2:1-20)
✤ December 15: A Nursery (Luke 2:21-38; Matthew 2:1-23; Luke 2:39-40)
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Let’s suppor t our
Canadian Missions!

We ask for your help to support our WELS Canada Mission
churches as they share Christ’s love across Canada.
You can continue to support these missions with your prayers and
donations — even though there will be no Women of St-Paul (WOSP)
Bazaar to raise funds this year.

Our mission congregations across Canada are:
• Cross of Life, Mississauga, ON
• Hope, Toronto, (Scarborough) ON
• Mighty Fortress, Red Deer, AB
• St. John’s, Wetaskawin, AB
• Saviour of the Nations, Vancouver, BC

It’s easy to help:
In person cash or personal cheque to St.Paul Lutheran Church
Online through the St.Paul website at www.stpaulottawa.org
Mail a cheque to the church office at 208 Wilbrod Street, Ottawa K1N 6L5
Remember to identify your donation for the Women of St.Paul 2021
Mission Fundraiser. Kindly have your donation in by December 15.

Thank you for your prayers and suppor t

CONNECT WITH US
________________________________
Name
________________________________
email
________________________________
Address
________________________________
City & Postal Code
________________________________
Phone
I’M NEW
☐ Tell me more about Jesus.
☐ I’m interested in membership.
☐ Sign me up for the weekly eLetter.
I WANT TO SERVE
☐ At our next service day.
☐ On Sundays (Ushering, sound, etc.)
☐ In global & local missions.
I WANT TO CONNECT
☐ With a pastor
☐ With other Christians
☐ With illumine, the student and young
adult community.
I WANT TO GO DEEPER
☐ By joining a Bible Foundations class.
☐ By finding a bible study opportunity.
PRAYERS or QUESTIONS

___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________

God’s grace welcomes you, no matter
who you are or where you come from and so do we. We’re so glad we’ve had
the opportunity to share God’s grace
through Jesus to you. Jesus makes us
special people, right with God and ready
for life! We learn this from the Bible,
God’s authentic message of grace and
guidance for us.
Whether you are a first time visitor or
returning guest, we are delighted to
share our worship with you. Please come
back and worship with us again. And if
there’s any way we can serve you,
please don’t hesitate to let us know.
Harland Goetzinger, Pastor
goetzinh@sympatico.ca
Jonathan Kock, Pastor
jonathan.kock94@gmail.com
phone 613-234-0321
email stpaulwels@rogers.com
web www.stpaulottawa.org
Worship Schedule
Sundays at 10:30am
Wednesday Vespers at 7pm
Sunday School, Teen Troupe,
and Bible Class
Sundays at 9am

